POLITICS    AND    POWERS
"Long live Hitler! " ''Long live Mussolini! " "Long
live Imredy! " " Down with Slovakia! ?? were heard. For
a week before Munich, and for nearly six weeks after
it, a strong force of Hungarian irregulars, the so-called
' volunteer' brigade, was encamped and in operation
along the Slovak-Ruthene-Hungarian border. They were
armed, but had no special uniforms. Their task was to
paralyse Slovakia and Ruthenia by smuggling themselves
across the frontier at night and then carrying on propa-
ganda and sabotage, with money and other explosive
material, behind the uncertain Czecho-Slovak lines. The
aim was, of course, to secure most of Slovakia and all of
Ruthenia for Hungary, to permit Hungary to join
Poland in a bloc round Germany's eastern and south-
eastern borders. Italy and Jugoslavia were also fore-
warned and had given the plan their blessing; so that,
once Czechoslovakia had been dismembered, the
Polish-Hungarian-Jugoslavian-Italian bloc would in effect
turn out to be a cordon sanitaire right round the Third
Reich, preventing further expansion to the east or south-
east, and protecting all four countries' immediate
interests.
This plan was completely scotched by the German
Foreign Office, Hen von Ribbentrop, and the Reich-
swehr. The two former put stern diplomatic pressure
on Budapest, Belgrade, and Rome. The latter warned
the Czech military authorities, aided them to rush troops
into Slovakia and Ruthenia, and gave an undertaking
that the Reichswehr itself would attack Poland and wrest
back Teschen-Bohumin if the Polish irregulars (in con-
cert with the Hungarian volunteers) seriously attacked